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MFA

MASSACHUSETTS FOOD ASSOCI ATI ON
31 M LK STREET, SU TE 518 BGOSTOQN,
(617) 542-3085

FAX: (617) 542-3505

Emai | : maf ood@raf ood. com

Pr esi dent
CHRI STOPHER FLYNN

Chai r man
SUREN AVEDI SI AN
Om ni Foods

OFFI CERS

Vi ce Chai rman
DAVI D BRUNELLE
Big Y Foods, Inc.

Rl CK ROCHE
Roche Bros. Supermarkets

Treasurer
RI CH HI NDS
Foodnast er Super Markets

Past Chairman
BRI AN Pl JANOWSKI
Shaw s Super mar ket s

DI RECTORS

KEVI N BARRETT
Del oitte & Touche

M CHAEL BERNATCHEZ
Acosta Sal es & Marketing

Rl CK CARON
Trucchi's Supermarkets

TODD CHI SHOLM
Advant age/ Pezrow

JAM E CLAFLIN
W ndsor Marketing G oup

RALPH CROMALEY, JR
Pol ar Bever ages

SAM CUCI NOTTA
M&M Super mar ket s

CARL CULOTTA
ol d Medal Bakery

CHARLES D AMOUR
Big Y Foods, Inc.

JOHN ANDREW DeJESUS
Foodnast er Super Markets
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NI COLA Di FELI CE
Shaw s Super mar ket s

JAY DI GERONI MO
Victory Super Markets

JACK DONELAN
Donel an' s Super manr ket s

BRI AN EVERS
SUPERVALU | NC.

DOLORES FLI NK
M Il brook Distribution Services

MARTI N GREELEY
Hannaf ord Brot hers Co.

Bl LL HAMLI N
C&S \Whol esal e Grocers

GEOFFREY HARPER
Foodnmast er Super mar ket s

BOB HEW TT
Price Chopper

BOB HOGAN
I nterstate Brands

KENNETH JOHNSON
Jon Morris & Co.

DENI S KEAVENY
Cai ns Foods

DAVI D KERBEL
CROSSMARK Sal es & Mar keti ng

ALBERT LEES |11
Lees Super mar ket

STEPHEN LI NCOLN
Garelick Farns

DAVI D McLEAN
DeMoul as Super Markets

ANDRE MEDI NA
Aneri cas' Food Basket

JI M NAZZARO
Stop & Shop Super nmar ket Conpany

HARRY "CH P" O HARE
Johnson O Hare Conpany

PAT OPPEDI SANO
Boston Retail G ocers

JOSEPH PAPAPI ETRO
Coca-Cola Bottling of N E.

JCHN PUCCI O
Adl i fe Marketing



DOUG RAUCH
Trader Joe's

LARRY RENCKEN
Wl ch' s

Bl LL SHEA
Ccean Spray Cranberries

HARCLD SLAWSBY
Madi son Food Cor p.

M CHAEL SLEEPER
| rperi al DI STRI BUTORS

JOHN STEUTERVAN
H P. Hood, Inc.

STEVE STI LLMAN
Fritto-Lay

DAN SULLI VAN
Advant age/ ESM

SAM SWVEET
Ki ng Arthur Fl our

M KE TOBI A
Quaker Foods & Beverages

TREVOR TOOLSON
Pepsi Bottling G oup

MARK TRAVERSE
Nabi sco Biscuit & Snaks G oup

ED TYLER
CGeneral MIls

JACK YOUNG
Kraft Foods

Ex-Oficia
Sept enber 11, 2003

Attn: TTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedured Di vi son
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

The Massachusetts Food Industry supports the proposed rule recently issued by the Tax and
Trade Bureau in TTB Notice No. 4 of March 2003 regardi ng the al cohol content of Flavored
Malt Beverages (FMBs). This rule would require that no nore than 0.5% of the al cohol
content of FMBs be derived fromdistilled alcohol in order to be classified as "beer". OO

The proposed 0.5% standard for FMBs is consistent with the historical interpretation by

the Federal regulatory authorities of what constitutes beer and other malt beverages.

These historical standards take into consideration the acient brewi ng process for beer

that has resulted in the unique regulation and taxation of beer in contract to other

al cohol beverages. 00O0O00000000000O0DO00COO0O0ODOO0O0ODOOOOOODOO0O0OODOOO0OOODOOO0OODOOOOOOOOO

The proposed rule is also inportant becasue it gives states gui dance on how to classify



these products. Wile States have traditionally had i ndependent regul atory power on how
to classify al coholic products, they have foll owed Fedral Policy in their decisions

regardi ng taxation, licensing and distribution of alcohol. Federal |eadership in this
inmportant area will likely be followed at the state level and will work to maintain an
orderly marketplace. This is inportant to our nenbers becasue it will help prevent

di sruption in the market that coul d cause confusion and extra regulatory conpliance
costs. For exanple, wi thout the proposed federal standard, the sanme product may
ultimately be sold as "beer” in one stater and "distilled sprits” in another. 000000000000

Once again, we reaffirmour support for the 0.5% standard for FMBs and urge its fina
adoption in the near future. JO000000000O00000D00O000DOOOOOODOO0O0O0OOO0OO0OOOO0O0OODOOOOOOOOOOCODOO

Si ncerely,

Chri stopher P. Flynn



